Final report on Teth Bim Mithuro (Friends of Wetlands) Programme
Organized by Sri Lanka Water Partnership and
Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporation
To mark World Wetland Day – 6th Fe 2015

Focusing on raising awareness of the wise use of water and wetlands among school children, a
special event was organized to mark the World Wetlands Day. Internationally, World Wetlands
Day is celebrated on 2nd February each year. This day marks the date of the adoption of the
Convention on Wetlands on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar. This year the theme
is “Wetlands for our future”. As the theme suggests the future generation has a key role to play
in securing wetland services.
This event was held as a practical and interactive programme in collaboration with the
Wetlands Unit of SL Land Reclamation and Development Corporation which took place at the
Wetland Study Centre in Thalawathugoda wetland from 0900-1300 on 6th February 2015. Forty
school children from selected schools participated together with 15 other invitees and teachers.
Among the invitees were Mr. Ranjith Ratnayake, Global Water Partnership, Eng. Badra
Kamaladasa, Chair, SLWP, Deputy Directors General of SLLRDA Eng. Nimal Wijeratne and
Brigadier Dinesh Senaratne. Drs. Deepthi Wickramasinghe and Ranjana Piyadasa, Senior
Lecturers of the University of Colombo served as resource persons.

This programme was conducted in two phases:
Phase 1
a. Presentations and discussions was held to make the school children aware of the
importance of wetlands through
b. Hands on experience- a short study tour in the wetland has been arranged to identify
characteristic features, plants and animals
Phase 2
a. Different ways of disseminating this knowledge to the others was discussed.
Participants were then be given a chance to demonstrate how these information could
be communicated to their colleges, friends and to the society using their creativity and
artistic ability
The four groups presented different items that included posters, drawings, cartoons,
poems and slogans.

This, to our knowledge, was the first programme of its kind where school children were
given practical experience in wetlands which then led to present their ideas in an
artistic way. Judging by the their creative work it was clear that this type of programme
can create positive attitudes on wetland conservation among students.

Phase 3
In addition, arrangements were made to initiate a “Wetland Newsletter” with student entries
which will be circulated among schools.

Students studying wetland features, instructed by Dr Piyadasa

Students creating posters on wetland conservation

