SLWP Journal 2017.
Background
2017 was challenging year for SLWP. The seed funding from GWP (Core Budget) had a 10% reduction
for 2017 to Euro 18,000/- for the first time since inception. In addition the Water and Climate
Resilience Programme (WACREP) support reduced from Euro 14500/-in 2016 to Euro 10,700/- in 2017.
However activities undertaken for UNDP and Hatton National Bank under locally raised funds of nearly
Euro 27,000/-enabled a good momentum to be maintained notwithstanding the shortfall in funding
from GWPO. The Work Programme since 2014 has continued to focus on the 3 GWP Goals of
Catalyzing Change in Policy and Practice, Generating and Communicating Knowledge and
Strengthening Partnerships
Programme guidance is through the SLWP Steering Committee comprising representatives from the
Ministry of Irrigation and water Resources, Irrigation Department, National Water Supply and
Drainage Board, Meteorological Department, Universities of Colombo and Rhuhuna, Post Graduate
institute of Agriculture, Central Environment Authority and IWMI among others. The Programme
Committee which meets regularly supervises the implementation arrangements.
SLWP has done extensive work on unregulated/ illegal sand mining and was in the forefront of
promoting and training the Police, especially the STF to be directly involved in this issue. At the
moment SLWP works closely with CIDA the construction industry regulator on alternatives to river
sand for the construction industry. Other work including a study of urban wetlands including
Kollonnawa and later in 2016 on Bolgoda along with the University of Colombo through a programme
supported by the Biodiversity Platform and Sampath bank and promoting Colombo as the first
wetland city with SLLRDC working in Thalawatugoda and other Colombo wetlands. School and
community sanitation/health programmes are another area under the school Water Messenger
programme and also Water and Gender programmes. In 2017 a primary area of intervention has been
the estate sector working with the YWCA as a partner. SLWP has been in the forefront of tackling
menstrual hygiene (MHM) and its work in the Central Province with the provincial education, health
department and NWSDB has been acknowledged internationally. These programmes have been
extensively supported by corporates such as the NDB Bank, HNB, Janshakthi, Brandix etc under CSR
initiatives providing much needed infrastructure support by way of girl friendly school toilets and
rainwater harvesting systems for schools to meet water needs. Promoting Young Water Professionals
(YWP) is another programme aimed at strengthening networking in IWRM among the water sector
agencies. Presently the focal point of the YWP is young engineer of the NWSDB in Badulla. SLWP also
works closely with the NWSDB WASSIP project on water related CCA activities and have published
many knowledge products including posters and books for schools and communities as a joint effort.
SLWP has also been in the forefront of climate change adaption (CCA) activities since 2009 moving
from policy level to field level in 2013 where extensive programmes supported with knowledge
products in Sinhala and now Tamil in 2017 have been held. Extensive field programmes for District line
agency staff in the irrigated agriculture sector and for farmer leaders and farmers have been
conducted with the assistance of the Irrigation Department, Department of Agriculture including its
Research institutes at Maha Illuppallama, Bathalagoda and Angunakolapelessa, the Department of
Agrarian Development, National Water Supply and Drainage Board (NWSDB) and the Ministry of
Irrigation and Water Resources These programmes were complemented by school and community
level programmes with the NWSDB and Community Water Trust (Department of Community Water).
Programmes were expanded to cover the wet zone agriculture in 2016 and in 2017 the plantation
sector with joint programmes with the Department of Export Agriculture, Coconut Cultivation Board
and Coconut Research Institute.
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A major initiative on CCA in 2017 is with the Hatton National Bank is on Disaster Risk Reduction in
Aranayake the major landslide location in 2016. 10 rainwater harvesting systems ( RWH) for vulnerable
schools, a catchment conservation programme and community and agency programmes on CCA are
being implement in collaboration with the Divisional Secretariat, NWSDB, National Building Research
Organization,Lions Club Pilimatalawe and our community Area Water Partnership the Maha oya/
Kuda oya Surakeeme Sanvidhanaya.
In 2017 SLWP was also associated in promoting the use of a Drought Monitoring Model (SADMS)
developed for South Asia by IWMI, GWP and World Meteorological Organization. A consultation with
the major water sector agencies and disaster management authorities has been held and it is
anticipated that this platform would be adopted by agencies for drought monitoring in Sri Lanka after
consideration of its advantages over prevailing platforms.
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Sri Lanka Water Partnership Activity Journal for
Period January - December 2017
Goal 01 – Catalyse Change in Policy and Practice
Core Budget
RSM, RBO / RBM sub-basin and source area conservation
(Activity 1)
An awareness programme on “Conserving Water Resources” was organized by Ma Oya AWP on 4 th of February
2017. There are more than 1000 visitors visiting Bo Ella and handouts were disseminated among the visitors
pointing out the importance of protecting water sources and proper disposal of litter. A volunteer cleanup
programme was also contend by the members of the Ma Oya AWP and the some visitors. There was a re visit
to the location to examine the progress of the programme on 11th of February.

Wetland Activities
(Activity 1)
SLWP Wetland Programme 22nd March 2017
To mark World Water Day, an interactive workshop titled “ Water and Wetlands for Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)” was organized by Sri Lanka Water Partnership on 22nd March 2017. This event was
held at IWMI Battaramulla in collaboration with Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Authority. Sri
Lanka is a country which is blessed with abundant water as well as with wetlands.
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Yet, wetlands are facing many pressures due to enhanced unsustainable developmental activities specially in
the urban areas. The overall goal of this activity was to discuss the role of wetlands in sustainable development.
Thus, SLWP provided a platform to all stakeholders to initiate a live dialog on the local level issues and to identify
appropriate management practices which will ensure the sustainable use of the wetlands and their contribution
to achieve SDGs. Forty three participants representing the government and local government agencies, private
sector and universities attended this event.
(Activity 2)
Wetland Progarmme was organized in collaboration with SLLRDC on promoting Colombo as a Wetland City
under Ramser Convention was held on 27th June at the Thalawatugoda Wetland park of SLRDC. 40 participants
from state agencies, donors, NGO and Research institutions participated this programme.

WACREP / CCA Budget
Activity 2A – CCA Programme for Agency Staff / FO Leaders & Farmers in irrigated
agriculture
(Activity 1)
SLWP – CapNet Programme - Programme for Farmer Leaders and Agency Staff of Medium Schemes (Deduru
Oya) on Improved Institutional and Programme Management to Cope with Climate Change.
SLWP has agreed with Cap Net to undertake an Institutional strengthening programme in medium irrigation
schemes linked to CCA. SLWP support will be sourced through WACREP. 3 programmes are supported and likely
Cap Net contribution will be USD 500/-

A special programme for the developed area under the new Deduru Oya reservoir was organized by SLWP in
collaboration with the Irrigation Department Climate Resilience Improvement Project( CRIP), Director of
Irrigation Kurunegala and Department of Agriculture.
The programme for FO leaders of Deduru oya and line agency staff was also supported by Capnet Lanka . The
programme was held at the Wariyapola Irrigation Engineers office conference room on 30 th March. Resource
persons were from FCRDI Mahaillupallama, Provincial Agriculture Dept. NWP and Director of Irrigation
Kurunegala.
ID Head office was represented by an engineer from CRIP Colombo.62 participants including 14 from local line
agencies such as ID,DAD and AD participated. Dr S Pathmarajah from the University of Peradeniya who is also
the CapNet Coordinator in Sri Lanka also participated in this workshop.
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(Activity 2)
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) Programme for Farmer Organization (FO) Leaders in Ampara District
A programme for farmer organization leaders in Ampara was arranged as a part of the SLWP CCA Programme
under WACREP in collaboration with the Irrigation Department (ID) and Irrigation Management Division (IMD)
of the Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources Management with support from Cap-Net Lanka on 18th
September at District Secretariat Ampara. This was the 2nd programme in Sri Lanka supported by Cap-Net during
2017. 72 Farmer Leaders representing over 40 Farmer Organizations in the Ga Oya Left Bank and River Division
participated. 57 from the Gal Oya Left Bank and 15 from the River Division. In addition 14 field staff of ID/IMD
dealing with FO attended the awareness session. Resource Persons included the Eng Nihal Siriwradene Director
of Irrigation Ampara, Mr Ananda Jayasinghe Consultant Irrigation Agronomist- Former Director IMS and Mr AN
Sirisena Consultant FAO,Former Director Of Agriculture and Senior Research Officer RRDI Batahalagoda.

(

(Activity 3)
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) Programme for Farmer Representatives of Inginimitiya IE Division
A programme for farmer organization leaders in Inginimitiya IE division was arranged as a part of the SLWP CCA
Programme under WACREP in collaboration with the Irrigation Department (ID) and Irrigation Management
Division (IMD) of the Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources Management on 13th November at RPM Office
Ingnimitiya. 51 participated the programe.
(Activity 4)
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) Programme for Farmer Representatives of Hambantota
Farmer organization leaders CCA awareness programme in Hambantota was arranged under WACREP in
collaboration with the Irrigation Department (ID) and Irrigation Management Division (IMD) of the Ministry of
Irrigation and Water Resources Management on 27th November at Morayaya. 71 participated the programme.
(Activity 5)
Climate Change Adaptation Programme for Department of Export Agriculture Staff
SLWP on request of DEA conducted CCA programs for DEA staff (extension and research officers) in Kandy and
in Ella to build capacity to support the spice growers. This program is a continuing activity being requested due
to the success of the earlier programs. Collaborators and Resource Persons for this program came from the
Yatinuwara Divisional Secretariat, Department of Export Agriculture, SLWP, Dept. of Meteorology and Lions Club
Pilimatalawe. The objective of this activity is Climate Knowledge Dissemination and Capacity building for women
farmers in Denuwara who will be encouraged to revert to spice cultivation and produce value added products
from their fields and home gardens. 60 participants took part in the program which was held at the Seetha
Banquet hall in Pilimatalawe on 14th December 2017.
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Activity 5A – Technology Options for CCA Including Water Conservation & RWH Activities
(Activity 1)
Officer Training in CCA for Irrigation sector.
A CCA programme for Officers of the Irrigation Department working in the Central Province was held on 6 th June
2017 at the Education Traiing Centre Gurudeniya Kandy. 48 Officers of the Irrigation Department consisting of
Engineers, Technical officers and Development Officers serving in Kandy, Matale and Nuwara Eliya Districts
participated. This is part of a continuing programme for officers and farmer representatives in the Irrigation
sector held in collaboration with the Irrigation Department.Resource Persons included Director Training and
Research of Meteorology Department and Director Natural Resources management Centre of the Agriculture
Department. Two presentations one by the Asst Director Agriculture Extension Peradeniya on New Technology
options and Director irrigation and Dep Project Director CRIP on Impacts of CC on Irrigation were also made.
(Activity 2)
CCA Programme for staff in non- irrigated sector.
A programme on CCA and Technology options to cope with climate change was held at the Audio Visual Centre
of the Department Of Agriculture Gannoruwa on 15th June 2017 for Regional Managers of the Coconut
Development Board This is the second such programme held for staff in the non- irrigated agriculture(
plantation) sector the first being for Dept of Export Agriculture held in 2016 .New Research findings to cope with
CC were explained by Addl Director Research of the Coconut Research Institute Lunuwila while the Director
NRMC Dept Of Agriculture made presentation on technological/ land use options to cope with CC. Director
Dept Of Meteorology explained the climate change issues that were impacting on agriculture and livelihoods
while the AGM training of the CCB explained the institutional and technical improvements that are to
undertaken to cope with the changes in climate . 48 Regional Managers and senior staff participated in this
programme including several officers from the North and East.
(Activity 3)
CCA Programme for Junior Mangers of the CCB
A follow up to the Regional Mangers CCA programme held in Kandy on June 15 th this programme for 55 Junior
Mangers was held at the CCB Training Centre , Bandirippuwa Estate Lunuwila on 29th August . This is the 3rd such
programme for non-irrigated agriculture .Resource Persons included Dr Shiromi Jayawardene Deputy Director
from the Dept. Of Meterology , Dr Sanathani Fernado Addl Director Coconut Research institute , Mr DDM
Dissanayake Deputy Director Agriculture NWP and Mr WM Ratnayake, SGM CCB. The Programme included field
vast to a model private coconut plantation that was adopting best practices to cope with droughts etc.
(Activity 4)
Workshop on Impact of climate change on cultivation and production of Export Agricultural Crops
The above workshop was successfully held at Mount Heavan Hotel, Ella on 15 th September with approximately
around 120 participants. Objectives of this workshop was as follows.
1.

To disseminate the knowledge on climate change, how it is happening, what are the basic changes we can
observe and how can feel with a scenario.

2.

To explain how above changes affect on Export Agricultural crops (EACs), what are currents impacts on EACs
and what type of adaptation can we apply for reduction of these impacts.

3.

To aware the EAC stakeholders on different water management practices and soil moisture conservation
techniques as adaptations to mitigate above consequences on EACs due to climate change.
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The workshop was coordinated by Dr. H.M.P.A. Subasinghe (Agro-meteorologist /Deputy Director
(Research)/ Head of the Agronomy Division, Central Research Station, Department of Export agriculture,
Matale) collaboratively with Ms. Kusum Athukorala (Senior Advisor,Sri Lanka Water Partnership), Mr.
J.Lindara (Director Development, DEA) Mrs. Mrs. Y.M.K. Kulasekara (Asisitant Director Development, Badulla
District, District Offie,DEA) and District Office, DEA, Badulla.
(Activity 5)
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) Programme for officers of Irrigation, Agrarian Development and Agriculture
Departments in Ampara District
Follow up to the FO leader programme, a programme for Technical Staff/Field Officers of the Irrigation
Department, Irrigation Management Division of The Ministry of Irrigation, Divisional officers of Department of
Agraian Development and Agriculture extension Officers of the Department Of Agriculture serving in Ampara
was held on 19th September at the District Secretariat Ampara. This Programme was also organized in
collaboration with Department of Irrigation. Local heads including Asst Commisioner Agrarian Development
Ampara and Deputy Director of Agriculture Ampara participated in the Programme. Resource persons included
those in the above programme. Additionally the presentation by Director of Irrigation and Deputy Project
Director CRIP Eng Janaki Meegastenne who was abroad was presented made by Eng Ms Shiromi Weeraratne
from the CRIP Office in Irrigation Department
Other WACREP Activities
Consultation on Drought Monitoring System –SASDMS
A consultation on application of the South Asia Drought Monitoring System (SADMS) developed by IWMI under
a GWPO/WMO supported initiative was held on 26th September at IWMI Headquarters.
The consultation organized jointly by IWMI and SLWP was aimed at familiarizing the SADMS tool as a decision
support mechanism for drought monitoring in Sri Lanka among meteorological, irrigation, agriculture, water
supply and disaster management policy makers and for obtaining their views on the usefulness of this platform
for drought monitoring including forecasting.
Ministry and agency representatives including from donors such as JICA, USAID and UNDP attended the event
.Sector agencies have expressed interest in take up of SADMS for drought monitoring and SLWP will be following
up on issues related to operationalizing SADMS in the future.
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Goal 02 – Generate and Communicate Knowledge
Gender and Water Dialogue / CBO / FO Activity
(Activity 1)
Gender and Water Dialog Programme - Hatton
A Gender & Water Dialogue Programme was organized in collaboration with YWCA for estates in Hatton.
Programme was held on 3rd April with 71 participating, with another programme on 4 th April at Mount Vernon
Estate with 45 participating .DEA programme will be held after Vesak as requested by DEA.

School Programmes Water Messenger & GGA
School Programmes by Ma Oya AWP
(Activity 1)
Activities by Ma Oya Mithuro AWP
A drawing and an essay competition was oraganized by Ma Oya Mithuro on 22nd March 2017 for commemorating
World Water Day. The programme was held at Baminiwatta MV Kegalle. The Programme consisted
presentations and activities on proper water resource management, climate change adaptation and school
sanitation. An essay compaction and art competition was held based on the themes discussed in the
programme. The target group was 250 students and 03 Environmentalists, 10 teachers and 5 representatives
from Ma Oya Mithuro participated the programme.
(Activity 2)
World Environment Day Programme by Ma Oya Mithuro AWP
A School Programme was held at Baminithiwatta MV in Kagalle commemorating the World Environment Day.
At the programme the students were given presentations on introduction to The World Environment Day,
Environment Protection, Keeping the Environment clean, Waste Management and followed by a Tree planting
Session. Then they conducted a shramadana to clean the school environment and student from each classes
were responsibility to look after the plant nursery through out the year. 67 students and 6 resource persons
participated the programme.
School Programmes by Nilawala AWP
(Activity 1)
School Activity for World Water day by Nilwala AWP
WWD Programme by Nilwala AWP/University of Ruhuna at Deniyaya was held on 26 th April with 135 Students
participating. Programme was organized by Prof Champa Nvaratne with Pradeshiya Sabha Kotapola. The
Programme consisted of an art and essay competition along with awareness presentations on climate change
and water.
School Programmes by SLWP Partner Lions Club of Pilimathalawa
(Activity 1)
World Environment Day Programme by Lions Club of Pilimathalawa
SLWP partner The Lions Club of Pilimathalawa oraganized an awareness programme ana a tree planting
programme to commemorate the World Environment Day. The programme was held on 5th and was oraganized
in collaboration with NetWwater and Department of Export Agriculture. This was held at Manikdiwela Maha
Vidyalaya, Pilimathalawa. Total of 238 participated the programme including 228 school children and 8 teachers
and 2 resource persons.
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Advocacy for SDG Goals
(Activity 1)
As part of this activity, a media tour was arranged in 15th and 16th October to bring the challenges related to
deforestation in Aranayake with support from a private sponsor. Wide coverage was achieved in print and visual
media .This has also helped create good networking among media which is useful for SLWP ongoing work.
(Activity 2)
Climate Change impacts on Water Sanitation and Health Issues for the Estate Sector Population
Above programme was jointly organized by Sri Lanka Water Partnership (SLWP), Young Women’s Christians
Association (YWCA) and Water Supply and Sanitation Improvement Project (WASSIP) on 4 th November 2017 at
St. Clair Tamil Vidyalam, Thalawakale. The objective of the programme was to aware and upgrade the
knowledge of the secondary students on Climate Change, Safe use of water, avoid water pollution, Water born
diseases and gender and water issues. 47 girls and 14 boys participated the programme.
(Activity 3)
Report of the Roundtable for Women Professionals on Encountering SDGs and Climate Change Challenges
The roundtable discussion organized by the Centre for Women’s Research, Sri Lanka Water Partnership and the
National Committee on Women was held on the 22nd of December 2017 at the CENWOR Auditorium from 830am
to 1pm.
The objectives of the meeting were to identify critical future challenges in relation to SDGs, the interrelationships
between SDGs, climate change and gender mainstreaming; and to identify possible points of intervention into
the proposed Gender Action Plan of the Climate Change Secretariat, the focal point of the UNFCCC and the final
objective would be to formulate a Women Water Manifesto to be used in developing the Gender Action Plan of
the state.
The 32 participants included senior and midlevel professionals from disciplines that are related to environment,
climate change, irrigation and working on SDGs participated the programme.

Other
(Activity 1)
SLWP youth focal point Mr. Chathura Sanjeewa had been nominated for the 20th International River
symposium and Environmental Flows Conference Brisbane, Australia and SLWP is supporting him by meeting
the cost for the registration.

Activity 3 – Media Activities / Publications
(Activity 1)
Webinar Session with Wouter on 29th March 2017
A webinar on the theme young water messengers Team Building for IWRM and CCAC Capacity Building an EProcess for Young Water Professionals (YWP) was held on 29th March at 1230pm local time.Aimed at 20 young
YWP as part of the continuing SLWP YWP programme was able to have 18 join in on the 29 th.Colloborators
included University of Rhuhuna, PGIA and University of Peradeniya, NWSDB inc SLWP Youth Focal Point from
NWSDB Badulla , VeriteResearch, NetWwater, YWCA, CENWoR and Transformation Manila. Former ADB Staffer
Wouter Arriens now with Head Coach, Transformation Asia were trainer resource persons/ moderator. Also
Vanh Mixap from the International River Foundation Brisbane Australia served as a resource person.
This programme will be precursor to using webinars for discussion on important topics especially by expanding
the target groups beyond the usual SLWP clientele.

18 | P a g e

Goal 03 – Strengthen Partnerships
Activity – Joint Private Sector / Partner Activity
(Activity 1)
SLWP – HNB Programme Phase I
As a joint activity with Hatton National Bank under their CSR activities, SLWP launched a programme for building
Rain Water Harvesting Tanks and for four selected schools in Aranayake. The construction is preceded by
awareness programme on RWH and Water Quality, and Programme on facility maintenance A RA survey was
conducted and construction of the rain water harvesting tanks have been instituted and due to be completed
for handing over targeting the World Water Day. Currently construction of the four tanks have been completed
and handing over the ceremony is scheduled for World Water Day on 22 nd March.
The 4 Parent /teacher associations of these schools and Lions Club Pilimatalawe are jointly supervising local
construction while the NWSDB is providing the technical expertise. Value of contract signed with HNB is Euro
8500/-.

Handing over of Rain Water Harvesting Tanks (SLWP /HNB Programme Phase I)
This Programme was organized by Sri Lanka Water Partnership, NetWwater and Lions Club of Pilimathalawa in
collaboration with Hatton National Bank PLC where four schools were selected in the Aranayake educational
zone for construction of Rain Water Harvesting Tanks (RWH). The Programme consist of building four 5000L Rain
Water Harvesting Tanks where the collected water will be used for toilets and conduct awareness programmes
for the school children and teachers on how to manage the system, the climate change and the importance of
managing water resources. Constructions were completed by end of February and the handing over of the RWH
tanks was held on 14th March commemorating the World Water Day 2017. Representatives from Hatton
National Bank and the Lions Club of Pilimathalawa, Ma Oya Kuda Oya surekime Sanwidhanaya participated the
event.
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SLWP – HNB World Water Day Programme (SLWP / HNB Phase I)
HNB Phase 1 WWD programme in Aranayake was held at Rajagiriya MV on 7 th April. All local partners were
present at this event at which prizes were awarded to students in the essay and art competitions. There were
55 participants including Chair SLWP, RC Member/Activity Leader and Country Coordinator. Representatives
from Maha Oya AWP, Chair Lions Club Pilimatalawe and the CSR Coordinator of HNB and HNB Regional Manager
too attended this event. The event was followed by an inspection tour of the RWH tanks. Progress resulted in
HNB deciding to expand programme with a Phase 2 with a TEC of 2.4 M of which SLWP will contribute 0.4 M.
Citizen science for empowering Youth as DRR Monitors in Ma Oya Upper Catchment (SLWP_HNB Programme
Phase II)
The landslide threat is imminent in Aranayake with 62 of the 64 GN divisions are designated as being landslide
prone. Therefore the HNB/SLWP Disaster risk reduction program ( phase 1) is actively seeking to build up local
resilience capacity through educating youth groups as a conduit to support DRR on the catchment . After
mobilizing youth groups a sensitization program was held in Lakmini Hall, Gavilipitiya on the 24 th June 2017. 98
persons including older village leaders attended this activity. YWCA youth groups from Mawanella and
Rambukkana (mid Ma Oya communities ) too were invited to attend .
Mr Gamini Atampawela President Ma Oya Kuda Oya Surekime Sanvidanaya gave the welcome address. Ms
Kusum Athukorala SLWP spkeon the SLWP support for Young water professionals and youth programs. The first
session of this learning activity involved the NBRO who gave an up to date assessment of the disaster situation
in Aranayake with emphasis on the need for mitigation in medium risk sites. Dr R M Vijeratne, SLFI led a session
on Sustaining life and health - leadership for youth in disaster situations- Mr Ravi Peiris NetWwater spoke on
using Social media and Technology tools for networking for young environmental monitors and Mr Chandana
Seneviratne presented on Project proposal formulation for youth groups. Group work was carried out to identify
and formulate small scale projects ideas which could be operationalized by youth groups.

(Activity 2)
Disaster Risk Reduction thorough Improved Coordination - Divisional Level Roundtable Aranayake (SLWP /
HNB Phase II)
The Arananayke HNB SLWP activity is a social mobilization process and therefore the same methodology used
for our usual awareness programs has to be set aside for a more context specific evolving strategy. All schools
selected for RWH were visited and the bases for RWH systems were seen to have been constructed. It is
expected to finish construction before the end of the school holidays.
The officer roundtable on the 8th was extremely successful. All invited officers were present except one lady who
was injured in the Aranayake bus accident (where one person died). WASSIP project sent observers to the
activity. The DS made it very clear that the support of the entire division was available to us. The meeting was
very intensively planned in advance so we were able to get good outputs.148 community leaders participated
the programme.
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Citizen Science program for empowering community leaders in Disaster Risk Reduction (SLWP / HNB Phase
II)
A Citizen Science program for community leaders to build awareness on the importance of improved landscape
management for disaster risk reduction in Aranayake was held at the Dippitiya MOH hall on the 25th
August 2017. This activity was organized by the SLWP and Ma Oya Kuda Oya Surakeeme Vyaparaya (MKVS) in
collaboration with the Divisional Secretariat Aranayake and sponsored by the Hatton National Bank. Around
SLWP HNB DRR Programme in Aranayake (Completion of Construction of 6 RWH Tanks SLWP / HNB Phase II)
As a follow up of the SLWP-HNB Phase I the construction of 6 rainwater harvesting tanks was completed and
the handing over was done in 13th October. As it is difficult to conduct six handing over ceremonies in one day
, it has been decided to cluster into two groups ( 2 schools and 4 schools) based on proximity as seen in Agenda
. The first ceremony was held at Al Jalal school, Moragammana .The Assistant Divisional Secretary was present
at the ceremony which was followed by a tree planting ceremony. The Second school was the Gurubavila
Kanishta Vidyalaya. Ms Kusum Athukorala SLWP, Mr Lalith Seneviratna ( SLWP Partner Pilimatalawe Lions), Mr
Hemantha Seneviratna and Mr Shanel Perea of HNB participated the programme. The post construction
maintenance programme for stakeholders too had been completed for the 6 schools on 9th and 10th October
2017.

HNB micro catchment program (SLWP – HNB DRR Programme Phase II)
After the hold of several meetings with stakeholder in Aranayake the two sites which selected were
“Wasanthagama” and “Ambalakanda”. The tree planting Programme of Wasanthagama was held on 6 th
November where The activity was attended by the Divisional Secretary Mr Faizal, SLWP ,HNB officers, local
partners, local level village officers and officers of the Dept. of Forest. Members of the newly settled families of
Vasanthagama too participated in the activity. Dept. of Forest Officers who attended demonstrated the best
way to plant the trees. The need to direct storm water and domestic drainage water into designated drainage
paths flanked by the new vegetation and to maintain such a drainage map was emphasised to the new settlers
and local village officers.
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Conservation activity in the second pilot site of Ambalakanda was done on 26 th November 2017 with 41
participants and planting of 121 high value Sadikka plants and distribution of another 100 indigenous plants.

S

The Final Report on the Disaster Risk Reduction Programme Phase 2 undertaken with Hatton National Bank awes
submitted to the Bank on 15th December. A phase 3 in 2018 is under discussion.
Activities by Lions Club of Pilimathalawa
(Activity 1)
Marking The World Forest Day 2017 Lions Club of Pilimathalawa and Kiribathkumbura with the collaboration
of Lanka Jalani and NetWater distibuted 100 Kohomba trees at Gadaladeniya, Pilimathalawa on 22nd March.
There trees were distributed among the members of the lions club and the residents of the Gadaladeniya area
to be planted at their home gardens.
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On the 28th March 2017 Lions Club of Pilimathalawa, with collaboration of Lanks Jalani, Net Wwater and
Departments of Export Agriculture established a "Minor Export Crop Garden" at Manikdiwela M.V. Department
of Export Agriculture provided planting material (165 plants) free of charge. Divisional Secretary of
Yatinuwara Mrs. D.G.S.Jayatunga also participated to the event.
(Activity 2)
Energy Conservation Programme
Provision of clean energy has become a world and national crisis issue. In line with this the Lions Club of
Pilimatalawe in collaboration with Lanka Jalani, Netwater, Ceylon Electricity Board and YWCA organized an
awareness cum training program in Aranayake. In this the importance of conserving electricity was explained
and how we could adapt the new technology to conserve electricity. Also a short workgroup was carried out on
assembling LED lights (which are more energy saving than conventional lights).
This is important in two ways as this will conserve energy by using less energy consuming LED light at home/
workplace and this can be carried out as a self-employment activity by youth. At this programme on 16 th July
35 youth were trained in bulb construction.
These youth belong to the Maha Oya Kuda oya Surakkeme Sanvidhanaya (AWP) and these youth have agreed
to provide 500 Jack plants for catchment area replanting under the Aranayake DDR programme.

Activities in collaboration with YWCA
(Activity 1)
Menstrual Hygiene Management program with YWCA
SLWP in collaboration with the YWCA of Sri Lanka, Central Province Dept of Education ,Central Province Dept of
Health and NetWwater has collaborated on a Menstrual Hygiene Management program for young adult girls
on 19th June 2017 at Sujatha Balika Vidyalaya, Galagedera, a leading girls school in Central Province. This activity
was to be held on International Menstrual Hygiene day but was postponed due to the then prevailing disaster
conditions.

The representative of the ( National Water Supply and Drainage Board NWSDB ) presented a keynote of the
importance of water for health. Three presentations were made by resource persons explaining elements of
reproductive health and water, the connection of school sanitation with adolescent health , and practical
examples of activities/programs to carried out .
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Thereafter the students each constructed a menstrual hygiene wheel. Reproductive health is in the syllabus but
rarely taught in class due to conservatism. It is noted from earlier programs that students are very reluctant to
ask questions on this topic. Therefore all students were requested to submit written questions. These questions
are useful in reformulating the presentations for future programs. Two hundred girls were present.
Other Partners / PVT Sector Activities
(Activity 1)
The Country Coordinator Mr. Ranjith Ratnayake and Senior advisor Ms. Kusum Athukorala participated in a
programme “The Right to Information” which was organized by The Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL)
which is a National Chapter of Transparency International (TI) , a global movement against corruption. This
program was held on 13th June, in Great Southern Hotel Colombo 6.
The program sought to build awareness in state and civil society bodies regarding the recently formulated right
to Information act of Sri Lanka which is estimated to be the third strongest such act globally. SLWP work has had
strong ramifications to elimination of corruption as a means of strengthening water security.
SLWP has worked with the Water Integrity Network (WIN) on issues relating to river sand mining. Contacts were
built up with TISL which has agreed to support awareness activities where appropriate by dissemination of
material.
Young Water Professionals’ experience sharing programme
Being an extremely water sensitive area, Badulla district is highly vulnerable for perennial water problems and
environmental related issues. Within the past couple of years people living in Badulla district have suffered from
both severe droughts and floods due to its bi-modal rainfall pattern and extreme rainfall received. Also it is now
identified as 90% landslide prone. The magnitude as well as the frequency of these water related issues are tend
to be increase in its trend. With this scenario Young Water Professionals (YWP) Uva cell , the future intellectual
assets of the country, have a vital role to play. It is clear that shared experiences will bring a huge positive impact
for ensuring the sustainability of the water related sector as well as supporting network building which is an
important factor mainly in the environmental and water related sectors.

With this understanding Sri Lanka Water Partnership and Water Forum of the Institute of Engineers, Sri Lanka
(IESL)in collaboration with YWPs group Uva province with the participation of more than 45 Young Water
Professionals initiated a Young Water Professionals program in the Badulla region which is highly focused on
experience sharing and network building.
The theme of the program was “To move on with shared experiences”. The program was held on 14 th of
September, 2017at Regional Support Center (Uva), National Water Supply & Drainage Board, Badulla, Sri Lanka.
The programme was organized by Eng Chatura Sanjeeva Engineer NWSDB the SLWP youth focal point
LWP Sampath Bank Meeting 30th March
A meeting on discussion for the 2nd phase of the SLWP-Bio Diversity Sri Lanka Wetland Conservation programme
was held at Sampath Bank Head Office. Chair SLWP and Eng. Badra Kamaladasa participated the meeting.
Progress of the current programme and the planning of the next phase was discussed at the meeting.
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SLWP Annual Partners Forum 2017
The Annual Partners Forum of SLWP was held at Hotel Galadari Colombo on 19 th December 2017. Audit Report
2016, Financial and Physical Progress Report for 2017 and 2018 Work Plan and Budget was presented at the
Forum. Hon Sudarshanee Fernadopulle State Minister of Water Supply and City Planning was invited as Chief
Guest regretted her inability to attend the forum due to an unforeseen urgent political commitment at the last
moment and a message on her behalf her was delivered by the State Secretary to the Ministry at the Forum .
Dr Claudia Sadoff Director General of IWMI was the Guest of Honor and delivered the Key Note Address. 53 and
collaboration institutions and partners were represented at the event.

Governance
2 Steering Committee Meeting.
10 Programme Committee Meetings.

Core-Group Meeting of Cap-Net Lanka
Country Coordinator Mr. Ranjith Ratnayake and RC Member GWP SAS, Ms. Kusum Athukorala of SLWP
participated at the above meeting on 21st July held at IWMI.
SLWP Senior advisor participated in the WATSAN Meeting on 11th August at the Ministry of Water Supply and
City Planning.
SLWP Chair Mr. J. Bandaragoda, Country Coordinator Mr. Ranjith Ratnayake and RC member Mr. S.B. Niyangoda
participated the 23rd Regional Council Meeting and the 7th General Assembly on 26th – 29th October at Dhaka,
Bangladesh.
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